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What you missed at our last Oct. 12th PDM: speaker Roy Anderson 
 
It was unanimous!  
 
Per the feedback we received – every attendee at our October dinner meeting agreed that 
Roy Anderson hit a home run.  Hard to believe that he was worried about offering “value” to 
our ISM Atlanta members. Well, he certainly did. We were absolutely spellbound by his 
steady stream of profound points in his slide deck that he made to our Atlanta affiliate. 
Besides his teaching points, his talk was extremely entertaining, and down-right funny at 
times.  
 
His most important insights dealt with making us understand where procurement has been 
going for the past 30 years, and where it is now going - and has to go now in the immediate 
future. His talk was a career-changing event for anyone listening!  
 
His chief points / “take-aways” were: 
 

 Traditional purchasing focused on just “transactional” tasks will soon be automated! 
 

 You have to spend the bulk of your time in two places, not at your cubicle/office:  At 
your suppliers and with all of your main internal customers. Find out what they need 
and what technologies they are into.  

 

 What you can do – and have to do: Move to embrace all the latest technologies 
involved with procurement and supply chain mgt. This will enable you to become a 
true change agent that implements them. But to do so, you have to read & network – 
What ISM is all about!   

 
Examples: aggressively seek to do “real” strategic supplier sourcing and 
collaboration/relationship mgt. You then will be able to drive your supplier’s 
innovations and technologies, especially with regard to risk management and 
their product and systems technologies.  

 
And if you do the above, you will become a more valued player at your company’s leadership 
table, the goal of anyone in procurement. That’s what CPO’s do. This is what Roy explains 
step by step in his “Transformation Roadmap” for all of us in supply management.   
 
It was a true pleasure to listen to Roy.  The best talk I've heard in my 29 years of ISM 
membership, hands down! With the inspiring talk he gave, we all left fired up to do what he 
told us we must do to grow professionally – or else.  
 
With the knowledge and confidence he gave us, we can.   
 
Sincerely, Bill Howell, Director, ISM Atlanta  
 


