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Change In Percent of Georgia Participants Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  
OCTOBER - SEPTEMBER  

 Higher Same Lower 

  New Orders -6.0 -7.1 13.1 

  Production -13.1 17.9 -4.8 

  Employment 14.3 -6.0 -8.3 

  Deliveries -33.3 26.2 7.1 

  Finished Inventory 13.1 0.0 -13.1 

  Commodity Prices 22.6 -22.6 0.0 

PMI Georgia, PMI Southeast, and PMI National 

 May '17 Jun '17 Jul '17 Aug '17 Sep '17 Oct '17 Oct - Sep 

  PMI GA 63.8 60.0 56.9 58.6 58.3 56.4 -1.9 

  PMI Southeast 58.5 54.7 51.6 54.5 60.7 51.7 -9.0 

  PMI National 54.9 57.8 56.3 58.8 60.8 58.7 -2.1 
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Georgia PMI slips by just under 2 points, with softer new orders and production being off-
set by employment gains. National PMI show comparable drop while Southeast PMI 
plunges. 
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GEORGIA PMI COMPONENTS 
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GEORGIA PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 
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GEORGIA PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 



Specific commodities UP IN PRICE were: "Aluminum, 
stainless steel, PVC, plastic resin, some specialty steel, 
hydraulic components, polyethylene, polypropylene, syn-
thetic rubber, carbon black, zinc oxide, fuel, plastic based 
material, sodium hydroxide, LDPE, HDPE, gasoline, pine 
lumber, stretch film, paper, plastic pails, polymers, propyl-
ene glycol, solvent, caustic, petroleum coke, ammonia, ad-
hesive, caustic soda, copper." 

Specific commodities DOWN IN PRICE were:  

"Natural rubber." 

Items in Short Supply- Specific commodities, materials 
or finished products I buy that were in short supply last 
month are: 

"PVC, stretch wrap, sodium hydroxide, Ti02, DE, certain 
plastics, PMDI, caustic soda." 

Buying Policy - Report here any change during the last 
month, versus the prior month, in the number of days 
ahead you are committing for purchases of production ma-
terials, MRO supplies and capital spending: 

"Buy slightly higher on items in short supply and focus on 
second source alternatives." 

 

General Remarks - Give your frank opinion on any con-
ditions, local, national or international, that affect your pur-
chasing operation or your company’s outlook: 

"Chemical companies in Houston are all declaring force 
majeure and raising their prices." 

"Solid but margins taking a hit from storms." 

"Metrics are good for our industry." 

"More customers are thinking about future purchases for 
1st quarter of next year." 

"Quote activity is strong." 

"Completions by year end will be in high demand."  

"Recruiting and retaining a factory hourly workforce contin-
ues to be a significant challenge."  

"The pool of workers is shallow. We're not looking for highly 
skilled labor, just people that will show up." 

"Trucking availability due to hurricanes." 

"Deliveries faster now than a month ago, because there 
were significant delays a month ago due to hurricane im-
pacts."     █ 

COMMENTS FROM SURVEY PARTICIPANTS REGARDING CONDITIONS THAT 
AFFECT PURCHASING OPERATION 

Industrial production rose 0.3 percent in September. The 
rates of change for July and August were notably revised; 
the current estimate for July, a decrease of 0.1 percent, 
was 0.5 percentage point lower than previously reported, 
while the estimate for August, a decrease of 0.7 percent, 
was 0.2 percentage point higher than before. The estimates 
for manufacturing, mining, and utilities were each revised 
lower in July. The continued effects of Hurricane Harvey 
and, to a lesser degree, the effects of Hurricane Irma com-
bined to hold down the growth in total production in Sep-
tember by 1/4 percentage point. For the third quarter as a 
whole, industrial production fell 1.5 percent at an annual  

5 of 5 

FROM THE FEDERAL RESERVE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION REPORT 

rate; excluding the effects of the hurricanes, the index 
would have risen at least 1/2 percent. Manufacturing output 
edged up 0.1 percent in September but fell 2.2 percent at 
an annual rate in the third quarter. The indexes for mining 
and utilities in September rose 0.4 percent and 1.5 percent, 
respectively. At 104.6 percent of its 2012 average, total 
industrial production in September was 1.6 percent above 
its year-earlier level. Capacity utilization for the industrial 
sector increased 0.2 percentage point in September to 
76.0 percent, a rate that is 3.9 percentage points below its 
long-run (1972–2016) average.  


