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Change In Percent of Southeast Participants Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  
OCTOBER—SEPTEMBER 

 Higher Same Lower 

  New Orders -1.3 9.9 -8.6 

  Production -0.6 13.1 -12.6 

  Employment 5.0 6.1 -11.0 

  Deliveries -6.3 2.3 4.0 

  Finished Inventory 8.2 -6.9 -1.3 

  Commodity Prices 4.0 -5.0 1.0 

PMI Southeast and PMI National 

 May '19 Jun '19 Jul '19 Aug '19 Sep '19 Oct '19 Oct - Sep 

  PMI Southeast 57.1 55.4 49.0 55.6 51.0 54.4 +3.4  

  PMI National 52.1 51.7 51.2 49.1 47.8 48.3 +0.5  

Southeast Purchasing Manager’s Index Report 

Furnished by Roger Tutterow, Ph.D., Kennesaw State University Econometric Center 

 

Southeastern and National PMI show gains; National continues to signal manufacturing is 
moving sideways, at best. 

November 1, 2019 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 



Specific commodities UP IN PRICE were:  

"Electricity, polyethylene, lead, hardwood, plastic." 

Specific commodities DOWN IN PRICE were:  

"Structural products, bar products, plate, sheet, PET resin, 
sulfuric acid, caustic soda, steel, pine, natural gas, electron-
ic components." 

Items in Short Supply- Specific commodities, materials 
or finished products I buy that were in short supply last 
month are: 

"Post consumer polyester recycled resin, electrical parts, 
capacitors-electronic components." 

Buying Policy - Report here any change during the last 
month, versus the prior month, in the number of days 
ahead you are committing for purchases of production ma-
terials, MRO supplies and capital spending: 

"China diversification and sourcing more in Americas and 
other ASEAN countries." 

General Remarks - Give your frank opinion on any con-
ditions, local, national or international, that affect your pur-
chasing operation or your company’s outlook: 

"Q4 looks strong." 

"Tariffs are negatively impacting sales and employment and 
the government does not seem to care." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Our industry remains strong." 

"Our backlog extends into Q2 of 2020." 

"Wages are going up as long as the employment situation 
remains the same. I only see it remaining tight for skilled 
workers." 

"We have been very prudent with all inventory purchases 
this entire year." 

"Demand remains rather weak with not a lot of signs show-
ing much change in the near future." 

"Market seems solid right now." 

"US suppliers have proven over the past year that they can-
not flex up to demand changes." 

"We are curtailing production in several plants." 

"Soft demand in key industries (e.g. automotive)." 

"China slowdown, don't expect things to pick up substantial-
ly until after Chinese New Year." 

"Inventories in US and China were built up in anticipation of 
additional tariffs that have not happened." 

"Tariffs impacting buyer behaviors." 

                                                                                        █ 

COMMENTS FROM SURVEY PARTICIPANTS REGARDING CONDITIONS THAT 
AFFECT PURCHASING OPERATION 

Industrial production fell back 0.4 percent in September 
after advancing 0.8 percent in August. For the third quarter, 
industrial production rose at an annual rate of 1.2 percent 
following declines of about 2 percent in both the first and 
the second quarters. Manufacturing production decreased  
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FROM THE FEDERAL RESERVE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION REPORT 

0.5 percent in September, with output reduced by a strike at 
a major manufacturer of motor vehicles. Excluding motor 
vehicles and parts, the overall index and the manufacturing 
index each moved down 0.2 percent. Mining production fell 
1.3 percent, while utilities output rose 1.4 percent  


