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Change In Percent of Southeast Participants Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  
APRIL—MARCH 

 Higher Same Lower 

  New Orders -11.0 -19.7 30.7 

  Production -11.0 -10.8 21.9 

  Employment -14.5 -12.1 26.6 

  Deliveries 7.8 -16.9 9.1 

  Finished Inventory -14.9 6.9 8.0 

  Commodity Prices -0.4 1.3 -0.9 

PMI Southeast and PMI National 

 Nov '19 Dec '19 Jan '20 Feb '20 Mar '20 Apr '20 Apr - Mar 

  PMI Southeast 45.4 47.0 48.8 61.0 58.1 44.1 -14.0 

  PMI National 48.1 47.8 50.9 50.1 49.1 41.5 -7.6 

Southeast Purchasing Manager’s Index Report 

Furnished by Roger Tutterow, Ph.D., Kennesaw State University Econometric Center 

 

Southern and National PMI plunge as COVID takes its toll. Both signal contraction in the 
manufacturing sector . 

May 1, 2020 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 



4 of 5 

SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 



Specific commodities UP IN PRICE were:  

"Freight, sulfuric acid, caustic soda, urea." 

Specific commodities DOWN IN PRICE were:  

"Plate, sheet, structurals, merchant bar, tubing, pipe, some 
steel products, aluminum, 

oil, propylene related, paper, methanol, phenol." 

Items in Short Supply- Specific commodities, materials 
or finished products I buy that were in short supply last 
month are: 

"Toilet paper, hand sanitizer, ASICS, inductors, antennas, 
Copeland compressors (Emerson). Diatomaceous earth, 
labor, caustic soda." 

Buying Policy - Report here any change during the last 
month, versus the prior month, in the number of days 
ahead you are committing for purchases of production ma-
terials, MRO supplies and capital spending: 

"We have stopped buying anything that does not have open 
demand." 

"We are remaining very lean as we see prices continue to 
decline." 

"Keeping inventories low." 

"Hold on pulling down demand plans until May and stay the 
course." 

"Buy everything possible." 

"Centralized PPE supplies." 

General Remarks - Give your frank opinion on any con-
ditions, local, national or international, that affect your pur-
chasing operation or your company’s outlook: 

"We continue to fill orders from a backlog." 

 

"We have enough backlog to take us through June of this 
year." 

"An infrastructure package would put our industry on solid 
footing for years to come." 

"We are essential so running but definitely seeing a signifi-
cant slowdown looming ahead." 

"Supply chain issues with materials from India are becom-
ing a concern." 

"It will take 6 to 18 months to recover from the horrible 
events caused by Covid-19." 

"Business is slow but consistent." 

"Order entry is sluggish and we are looking at reducing cost 
if our order backlog does not materialize/first time in this 
situation since 2012." 

"Hopefully everybody can get back to work soon!" 

"Order environment shift from truckload to drop ship. Order 
volume increase 900% but value and units dropped." 

"Supply chain for manufacturing on JIT is getting very chal-
lenging going forward." 

"Asking raw material suppliers for terms extension and 
price concession to weather this downturn." 

"We believe COVID 19 will impact us, but we are not sure 
how at this point." 

"Outlook good but see potential for disaster in fall." 

"Building products demand is down. Paper products 
(bathroom tissue, corrugated packaging) demand is up." 

"Covid 19 didn't affect March much, but it certainly affected 
April a lot." 

                                                                                         █ 

COMMENTS FROM SURVEY PARTICIPANTS REGARDING CONDITIONS THAT 
AFFECT PURCHASING OPERATION 

Total industrial production fell 5.4 percent in March, as the 
COVID-19 (coronavirus disease 2019) pandemic led many 
factories to suspend operations late in the month. Manufac-
turing output fell 6.3 percent; most major industries posted 
decreases, with the largest decline registered by motor ve-
hicles and parts.  
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FROM THE FEDERAL RESERVE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION REPORT 

The decreases for total industrial production and for manu-
facturing were their largest since January 1946 and Febru-
ary 1946, respectively. The indexes for utilities and mining 
declined 3.9 percent and 2.0 percent, respectively. At 103.7 
percent of its 2012 average, the level of total industrial pro-
duction in March was 5.5 percent lower than a year earlier.  


