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Change In Percent of Southeast Participants  
Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  

MAY—APRIL 

 Higher Same Lower 

  New Orders 0.0 9.1 -9.1 

  Production 0.0 -4.5 4.5 

  Employment -4.5 4.5 0.0 

  Deliveries 4.5 4.5 -9.1 

  Finished Inventory 13.6 -22.7 9.1 

  Commodity Prices 4.5 -9.1 4.5 

PMI Southeast and PMI National 

 Dec '19 Jan '20 Feb '20 Mar '20 Apr '20 May '20 May - Apr 

  PMI Southeast 47.0 48.8 61.0 58.1 44.1 45.9 +1.8  

  PMI National 47.8 50.9 50.1 49.1 41.5 43.1 +1.6  

Southeast Purchasing Manager’s Index Report 

Furnished by Roger Tutterow, Ph.D., Kennesaw State University Econometric Center 

Regional and National PMI edge slightly higher –  

but still in range of significant contraction in the manufacturing sector 

June 1, 2020 

 Mar '20 Apr '20 May '20 May - Apr 

Higher 33.3 22.7 18.2 -4.5 

Same 42.9 27.3 40.9 +13.6  

 

        

  Index 54.8 36.4 38.6 +2.3  

Lower 23.8 50.0 40.9 -9.1 

Expectations for Future Production (3-6 months)   
Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  

MAY—APRIL 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 



Specific commodities UP IN PRICE were:  

"Plastic resin, polyethylene, air freight, glycerin, caustic so-
da." 

Specific commodities DOWN IN PRICE were:  

"Copper, aluminum, solvent, acrylic, latex polymers, oil feed 
stock related items, PET Resin, HCL." 

Items in Short Supply- Specific commodities, materials 
or finished products I buy that were in short supply last 
month are: 

"Electronic parts - Fab shutdowns in Malaysia, India, Philip-
pines, Singapore." 

"We have a major disruption for the compressors from 
Copeland due to the pandemic."  

"Diatomaceous earth, ethanol, silicone, interior Door Slabs, 
wipes." 

"Chemicals and plastics lead times are moving out." 

"Shipping Products /Bags/Containers Longer Lead Time." 

Buying Policy - Report here any change during the last 
month, versus the prior month, in the number of days 
ahead you are committing for purchases of production ma-
terials, MRO supplies and capital spending: 

""Not buying anything we don't have orders for." 

"We have reduced our on-hand raw materials." 

"Reduced purchases with in line with reduction of orders 
taken 

less inventory on hand." 

"Approving air-freight." 

"We plan further out on raw materials because of the 
COVID dynamic." 

 

"Buy additional inventories outside of forecast." 

"Looking further out and placing purchase orders." 

"Purchase only material to maintain inventory not increase 
inventory." 

General Remarks - Give your frank opinion on any con-
ditions, local, national or international, that affect your pur-
chasing operation or your company’s outlook: 

"We continue to fill orders from a backlog." 

"Virus will definitely affect volume in May and probably 
June." 

"We will maintain employment level due to PPP funds but 
would otherwise be laying off workers." 

"Must reopen soon." 

"Business is down 35-45%. There seems to be some im-
provement but May will be a disaster." 

"I see a reduction in order entry until the 4th quarter of 
2020. " 

"January-April 2020 was ahead of last year and last year 
was our best year ever." 

"We will be making cost reductions starting in mid June." 

"Strong back log of orders." 

"Operations for April were similar to March. However, May 
forward will be off significantly." 

"Covid 19 has got to get under control; countries MUST 
open back up." 

"Sales up 60 to 100% in all categories resulting in demand 
inside lead-time and part shortages." 

"Demand spiked. Continue to monitor AR for risk." 

"3rd quarter , lower sales & production." 

                                                                                         █ 

COMMENTS FROM SURVEY PARTICIPANTS REGARDING CONDITIONS THAT 
AFFECT PURCHASING OPERATION 

Total industrial production fell 11.2 percent in April for its 
largest monthly drop in the 101-year history of the index, as 
the COVID-19 (coronavirus disease 2019) pandemic led 
many factories to slow or suspend operations throughout 
the month.  
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FROM THE FEDERAL RESERVE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION REPORT 

Manufacturing output dropped 13.7 percent, its largest de-
cline on record, as all major industries posted decreases. 
The output of motor vehicles and parts fell more than 
70 percent; production elsewhere in manufacturing dropped 
10.3 percent.  


