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Change In Percent of Southeast Participants  
Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  

JUNE—MAY 

 Higher Same Lower 

  New Orders 4.2 5.3 -9.5 

  Production 12.2 5.3 -17.5 

  Employment 12.0 -19.1 7.1 

  Deliveries -20.9 4.9 16.0 

  Finished Inventory 0.7 4.2 -4.9 

  Commodity Prices 10.4 4.4 -14.7 

PMI Southeast and PMI National 

 Jan '20 Feb '20 Mar '20 Apr '20 May '20 Jun '20 Jun - May 

  PMI Southeast 48.8 61.0 58.1 44.1 45.9 47.6 +1.7  

  PMI National 50.9 50.1 49.1 41.5 43.1 52.6 +9.5  

Southeast Purchasing Manager’s Index Report 

Furnished by Roger Tutterow, Ph.D., Kennesaw State University Econometric Center 

National PMI jumps above 50, SE index come in just below breakeven.  

Both show improvement in forward-looking “new orders” component 

July 1, 2020 

 Apr '20 May '20 Jun '20 Jun - May 

Higher 22.7 18.2 36.0 +17.8  

Same 27.3 40.9 36.0 -4.9 

 

        

  Index 36.4 38.6 54.0 +15.4  

Lower 50.0 40.9 28.0 -12.9 

Expectations for Future Production (3-6 months)   
Reporting Higher, Same and Lower  

JUNE—MAY 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 
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SOUTHEAST PMI COMPONENTS (cont’d) 



Specific commodities UP IN PRICE were:  

"International freight, plate, natural rubber, synthetic rubber, 
paper, wood, caustic soda, sodium hypochlorite." 

Specific commodities DOWN IN PRICE were:  

"Sheet & tubing, red oak, white oak, hickory lumber, carbon 
black, aluminum, copper, HCL, methanol." 

Items in Short Supply- Specific commodities, materials 
or finished products I buy that were in short supply last 
month are: 

""Electronic components, micros, coils, discretes, container 
bags, paper, personal protective equipment, masks, gloves, 
sanitation products." 

Buying Policy - Report here any change during the last 
month, versus the prior month, in the number of days 
ahead you are committing for purchases of production ma-
terials, MRO supplies and capital spending: 

"Not buying anything we don't have orders for." 

"Buying lower quantities as demand is lower." 

"Use expedite freight to catch up and chase the demand." 

"Keep Raw Material Inventories at an even level." 

General Remarks - Give your frank opinion on any con-
ditions, local, national or international, that affect your pur-
chasing operation or your company’s outlook: 

"The first 4 months of 2020 were record breaking sales." 

"Our orders stopped when the stay-at-home orders were 
issued." 

"Class 8 truck factories were shut down which slowed exist-
ing orders" 

"We are forecasting sales down 45%-60% for quarter 3 and 
4 of 2020." 

 

"Economy is reopening but everyone still seems focused on 
contamination control products." 

"Cannot add people as they are all saying they make too 
much on unemployment to go wo work." 

"The $600 incremental money was a huge mistake" 

"Business is down 30%."  

"The affects and response to Covid 19 continues to make 
forecasting impossible." 

"Sales have accelerated from May due to states reopening. 
Cautiously optimistic." 

"Still not returning to normal." 

"Hopefully the economy keeps recovering if the Dems and 
liberals dont destroy the country!" 

"Sales are very strong since April and supply is struggling 
to keep up." 

"Economy overall very weak due to COVID 19; one of our 
target markets is very strong, it helps with our overall level 
of business." 

"Customer Based Orders expected to be low until Q4. pri-
marily due to Covid-19." 

"Orders spiked and have now slowed down on durable 
goods orders." 

"Pulp/paper & related products demand continues to weak-
en. " 

"Building products demand (plywood) strengthening." 

"A lot of concern that COVID could shut everything down 
again." 

 

 

                                                                                         █ 

COMMENTS FROM SURVEY PARTICIPANTS REGARDING CONDITIONS THAT 
AFFECT PURCHASING OPERATION 

Total industrial production increased 1.4 percent in May, as 
many factories resumed at least partial operations following 
suspensions related to COVID-19. Even so, total industrial 
production in May was 15.4 percent below its pre-pandemic 
level in February.  
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FROM THE FEDERAL RESERVE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION REPORT 

Manufacturing output - which fell sharply in March and April 
- rose 3.8 percent in May; most major industries posted 
increases, with the largest gain registered by motor vehi-
cles and parts. The indexes for mining and utilities declined 
6.8 percent and 2.3 percent, respectively. 


