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By Lauchlin McKinnon, President

I just finished a nice three day weekend 
with family in North Carolina but always 
find time during Memorial Day Weekend 
to pause and give thanks for those brave 
men and women who have given their lives unselfishly so we 
can continue being the free Republic that we are today.

In case you have not seen or heard through word of mouth, 
ISM Atlanta has been awarded the Affiliate of the Year!  This 
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ISM-Atlanta’s June Meeting will feature a Celebration for 
ISM-Atlanta’s newly awarded “Affiliate of the Year” honor at 
the International Conference in Orlando, Installation of New 
Officers and Justina Mann on Purchasing for the World’s 
Busiest Airport.  This is the final meeting before summer 
break, so meet us at the Country Club of Roswell once again.  
Meetings will reconvene in September.

Hear the Challenges and Rewards of keeping the airport 
and its business units operating smoothly and efficiently. 

ISM-Atlanta’s June Professional Development meeting 
on June 9 will welcome Justina Mann, a critical player in 
what makes Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport keep 
running, day in and day out.  

Ms. Justina Mann is the Procurement Manager for 
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport (H-JAIA). 
Ms. Mann promotes alignment with procurement by un-
derstanding and communicating customer (business unit) 
needs and requirements throughout the organization. Her 
primary role is to interpret, execute and establish operating 
policies and processes, as well as identifying and managing 
resolution of unusually complex issues requiring innovative 
solutions. 

A Certified Public Procurement Officer, Certified Profes-
sional in Supply Management, Certified Professional Con-
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(Tempe, Ariz.) May 16, 2011 — Institute for Supply 
Management™ (ISM) has awarded ISM—Atlanta, Inc. the pres-
tigious Affiliate of the Year Award. ISM officially recognized af-
filiate excellence at a Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast during 
its 96th Annual International Supply Management Conference 
and Educational Exhibit in Orlando, Florida. Affiliate Excellence 
Awards recognize ISM affiliates that demonstrate an awareness 
and distinction in their professional operations, educational 
offerings, and ability to recruit, train and retain members, 
while at the same time communicating the value and prestige 
of ISM and the supply management profession.

"The board members of ISM Atlanta couldn't be more 
enthused about this award," remarked Lauchlin McKinnon, 
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ISM—Atlanta, Inc. is a leader in the  
advancement of supply management
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is reflection of the wonderful membership who participate 
on a regular basis as well as the board members of past and 
present who have given quite a bit of their free time over the 
years.  This is quite an achievement given the fact that we are 
in a down economy and other affiliates are taking hard hits 
in membership and attendance at the monthly meetings.  
Let’s keep the momentum going in coming years and make 
ISM Atlanta even better!

Two weeks ago, I had the pleasure of attending the ISM 
Leadership and International Supply Management Confer-
ence.  It seems that with each passing year these confer-
ences get bigger and better.  It’s tough pleasing everyone, 
especially when we touch so many markets, but they have 
something for everyone throughout the entire conference.  
My personal favorite was an “innovations in managing ser-
vices” breakout session from someone in my field.  I was able 

to take away many best practices that will become projects 
over the next couple years.

I also bumped into our June Professional Development 
Speaker, Ms. Justina Mann, at the Conference.  I thoroughly 
enjoyed our multiple conversations during the week; you 
are in for a treat should you decide to attend the June PDM.  
Also keep in mind this will be the last time we meet before 
the Summer break so be sure to attend so you can network 
with your peers and hear from a Contracting Officer who is 
responsible for managing spend categories for the world’s 
busiest airport.  I can’t wait!

Sign up today for June 9th at the Country Club of Ro-
swell!

Lauchlin McKinnon, C.P.M.
President ISM-Atlanta
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ISM Honors Affiliate of the Year

tracts Manager, Project Management Professional and Six Sigma Green Belt, Ms. Mann’s focus is to identify and achieve efficien-
cies in Procurement that will further enable the airport and the City to achieve its mission of modeling best practices in public 
purchasing while promoting equity, fairness and economic inclusion.

Ms. Mann has over 12 years of contracting and procurement experience in quasi-government and State and local government 
environment. Ms. Mann is a dynamic, aggressive, creative leader with a track record as a business builder. Her diverse yet focused 
track record includes progressive, professional experience developing, negotiating, evaluating, delivering and managing govern-
ment contracts, projects and programs in a complex regulatory environment.  

president of ISM—Atlanta, Inc. "Every single board member is 
responsible for this Affiliate of the Year honor, not to mention 
the many loyal members. I especially want to thank the three 
past presidents still serving as board members, the veteran 
board members who have served tirelessly in many roles over 
multiple years, and the newer board additions to the board — 
all who are working to take ISM—Atlanta to the next level. We 
strive for a higher level of excellence each and every year and 
this will motivate us to raise the bar even higher."

Each ISM Affiliate, regardless of size, has the opportunity to 
achieve Affiliate Excellence recognition by meeting each of the 
core competency requirements. Those selected for the Affiliate 
of the Year have surpassed the designated core competency re-
quirements found on the official nomination form, including but 
not limited to membership growth, professional development 
opportunities and valuable affiliate membership meetings. Ten 
Affiliates met the level of excellence for 2010. They are:

•	 NAPM—Alaska,	Inc.
•	 ISM—Atlanta,	Inc.
•	 ISM—Connecticut,	Inc.
•	 ISM—Dallas,	Inc.
•	 ISM—Greater	Grand	Rapids,	Inc.
•	 ISM—Milwaukee,	Inc.
•	 NAPM—National	Capital	Area,	Inc.
•	 ISM—Nebraska,	Inc.
•	 ISM—New	Jersey,	Inc.
•	 NAPM—Oklahoma	City,	Inc.

Institute for Supply Management™ (ISM) is the first supply 
management institute in the world. Founded in 1915, ISM ex-
ists to lead and serve the supply management profession and 
is a highly influential and respected association in the global 
marketplace. 
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The ISM Manufacturing and Non-Manufacturing Re-
port On Business® are certainly not the only barometers 
to be consulted by those who are interested in tracking 
the economy; they should be used in conjunction with 
other measurements. However, they are the first reports 
available the first and third business day of each month, 
which has been consistently accurate in indicating the 
direction of the overall economy in addition to the 
manufacturing and non-manufacturing sectors.

Except for a four-year interruption during World War 
II, the Report has been published monthly since 1931 
for the guidance of supply management professionals, 
economists, analysts, and government and business 
leaders.

The reason the ISM Manufacturing Report On Busi-
ness® is so highly respected is that it is based on hard 
data rather than on conjecture. The Institute's Business 
Survey Committee, composed of more than 300 pur-
chasing and supply executives from across the country, 
provide the data. Members of the committee respond 
anonymously and confidentially to a monthly question-
naire designed to elicit fact, not opinion, about changes 
in production, new orders, new export orders, imports, 
employment, inventories, prices, leadtimes, and the 
timeliness of supplier deliveries in their companies com-
paring the current month to the previous month. The 
questionnaire also solicits data on commodities, which 
are up or down in price and in short supply, and asks for 
general remarks on business conditions. The responses 
of the committee members mirror the economic activi-
ties of the manufacturing sector, nationally, ensuring a 
report that accurately represents current business con-
ditions.

ISM Manufacturing Report On Business® Back-
ground

In February 1982, the PMI was developed by the U.S. 
Department of Commerce (DOC) and ISM. The index, 
based on analytical work by the DOC, adjusts five com-
ponents of the Institute's monthly survey — new orders, 
production, employment, supplier deliveries and inven-
tories — for normal seasonal variations, applies equal 
weights to each and then calculates them into a single 

monthly index number.
An update of research originally done by Theodore 

S. Torda, the late economist for the DOC, shows a close 
parallel between growth in real Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) and the PMI. The index can explain about 60 per-
cent of the annual variation in GDP, with a margin of er-
ror that averaged ± .48 percent during the last ten years. 
George McKittrick, an economist at the DOC, said "Not 
only does the PMI track well with the overall economy, 
but the indication provided by ISM data about how 
widespread changes are, complements analogous gov-
ernment series that show size and direction of change."

In January 1989, the Supplier Deliveries Index from 
the Report became a standard element of the DOC's Bu-
reau of Economic Analysis Index of Leading Economic 
Indicators. The data was incorporated into the index 
from June 1976 forward. In January 1996, The Confer-
ence Board began compiling this index.

ISM Non-Manufacturing Report On Business® 
Background

Covering the Non-Manufacturing sector, ISM first 
issued its newest economic report in June of 1998. 
The Non-Manufacturing ISM Report On Business® is 
released on the third business day of each month, and 
is based on data compiled from monthly surveys sent 
to more than 375 purchasing executives working in the 
non-manufacturing industries across the country. Each 
month, these survey responses reflect change, if any, 
in the current month's report compared to the previ-
ous month. The report covers Business Activity, New 
Orders, Backlog of Orders, New Export Orders, Inventory 
Change, Inventory Sentiment, Imports, Prices, Employ-
ment and Supplier Deliveries.

Beginning with the January 2008 Non-Manufacturing 
Report On Business®, a composite index is calculated as 
an indicator of the overall economic condition for the 
non-manufacturing sector. The NMI is a composite index 
based on the diffusion indexes for four of the indicators 
with equal weights: Business Activity (seasonally ad-
justed), New Orders (seasonally adjusted), Employment 
(seasonally adjusted) and Supplier Deliveries.

Here’s the Who, What, When, Where and Why 
of the ISM’s Reports on Business
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Welcome new members!
NAME COMPANY/ORGANIZATION NAME PRIMARY JOB TITLE
Jason Epstein Allscripts 
Chris Horacek Bravo Solutions Director
Stacy Lay Chart Industries Buyer
Elemer Jones Clark Atlanta Univ Student
Lauren Thomas Clark Atlanta Univ Student
Tobin Chapman GE Energy Sourcing Manager
Nicole Cook The Home Depot Co. 
Cynthia Perry Weather Channel Procurement Coord.
Bernard Colligan  Consultant
Kathy Hall  Contract Officer
Brian Swain

In May balloting, ISM-Atlanta Secretary, Debra Howington, and Treasurer, Frank  Kosakowski were re-elected 
for another two year term.  There were no additional nominations or write in votes.

Installation of these officers, along with the other Board members, will take place during the June 9th Profes-
sional Development meeting at the Country Club of Roswell.

Below are the current Officers and Board members for the 2011-2012 fiscal term beginning in September.

President:  Lauchlin McKinnon
1st Vice President: Richard Angel
2nd Vice President: Natalie Blankenship
Secretary: Debra Howington
Treasurer: Frank Kosakowski

Appointed / Director Positions
Public Relations: Dolapo Famakinwa
Membership: Bill Howell
Professional Development - Training: David Pettitt
Professional Development – Speakers:  Allen Podratsky
Librarian: Splendora Motley
Newsletter/ Web Site: Penny Murphy
Employment Development: Tom Alexander
College Out Reach: Don Sabbarese
Past Presidents: David Lister, Raymond Padgett

ISM-Atlanta Secretary and Treasurer Incumbents Re-elected
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Scenes from the May Meeting
Featuring Doug Long - Six Sigma
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Scenes from 96th Annual International 
Supply Management Conference

ISM Atlanta delegates show up bright and early for the Volunteer 
Appreciation Breakfast anxiously awaiting the award.

ISM Atlanta President Lauchlin McKinnon (far right) joins other 
affiliates on stage to accept the Affiliate of the Year Award; ISM 
Atlanta took top honors.

Jan Miller of ISM International congratulates ISM Atlanta 
attendees on the Affiliate of the Year award.

Scenes from the Exhibit HallThe Exhibit Hall lobby

ISM Atlanta Board members display the Affiliate of the Year 
award in Orlando.
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Career Corner

continued on next page

Dressing for summer in the office can be tough. Ninety-
degree weather and a suit jacket don’t exactly mix, but 
neither do guys in shorts and corporate boardrooms. Not 
to mention the fact that, at any given point during the 
summer, it’s about 40 degrees cooler in the average office 
building than it is outside.

But it is possible to create a summer work wardrobe 
that’s comfortable yet professional, and cool yet collected. 
Here’s how.

1. No flip flops: Ladies, this faux-pas is typically commit-
ted by you, so listen up: “Flip flops are beach wear which 
transpired into ‘commuter-wear’ and then slowly into office 
wear,” says Lizandra Vega, author of “The Image of Success: 
Make a Great Impression and Land the Job You Want.”

Not only do they look unprofessional, but their name-
sake “flip-flop” noise is an easy way to drive your co-workers 
nuts every time you walk by their desks, so opt for strappy 
sandals, espadrilles or ballet flats instead.

2. Choose light colors: “Lighter color garments help you 
keep cool during hot summer months,” Vega says. “Dark 
colors absorb heat, while light colors reflect heat.” That said; 
make sure the color isn’t too light. See below.

3. No peep shows:  Summer clothing is often made of 
lightweight, lightly colored fabric. This can make for a com-
fortable commute, but it can also make for awkward over 
exposure. “Avoid apparel in fabrics that are so lightweight 
that they are see-through,” Vega says.   

4. Wear an undershirt: It may seem counter-intuitive to 

With Southern temps hovering in the mid-90s for weeks, what do you wear to the office?  Here are 
some guidelines for keeping appropriately cool and yet professional.

Six guidelines for your summer work wardrobe 
By Kaitlin Madden



Page 8
ISM-ATLANTA PEACH STATE PURCHASER

Career Corner, continued

add an extra layer when it’s hot out, but (men especially), 
if you don’t already wear an undershirt, you might want to 
start now. The extra layer will help absorb sweat during a 
mid-summer commute.  

“Wearing a cotton undershirt actually helps men feel 
cooler as it will absorb perspiration,” Vega says. “[Plus],if a 
lighter fabric shirt is chosen, the undershirt will prevent it 
from being see-through.”

5. For women, dresses are best: Women are at a serious 
advantage when it comes to dressing for summer at the of-
fice for one simple reason: They can wear dresses.

“Dresses are a great option because it avoids having to 
wear a jacket,” Vega says. “A wrap dress, a sheath or shift dress 
are appropriate options.”

If you will be forgoing the jacket, look for styles with short 
or three-quarter length sleeves, even sleeveless if you feel 
comfortable. Tank-style dresses are too casual for the office 

without a jacket or cardigan, though.
6. Keep an extra layer at work: Women can keep a wrap or 

lightweight, neutral-colored cardigan in their desks in case 
the air conditioning is kicked into overdrive. Men can do the 
same with a blazer or sweater.

Reprinted from The Hiring Site at CareerBuilder.com.  
The Hiring Site is a community for hiring professionals and 
other curious-minded individuals to discuss the attraction, 
engagement and retention of their #1 asset – their people.

Kaitlin Madden is a writer and blogger for CareerBuilder.com. 
She spends her days researching and writing about all things 
career-related, and trying not to inspire any of her colleagues’ 
“annoying co-worker” articles. She lives and works in Chicago, 
but hails from Connecticut and graduated from Northeastern 
University in Boston with a degree in journalism.

Holiday Calendar
June
7 Shavuot (Begins at Sundown*)
9  ISM-Atlanta Professional Development meeting – at the Country Club of Roswell, featuring Justina Mann 

on Purchasing at the World’s Busiest Airport. 
14 Flag Day
19 Juneteenth
 Father’s Day
21 First Day of Summer

July
4 US Independence Day
9 Martyrdom of the Bab (Baha’i holiday)

August
1 Ramadan (Depends on the sighting of the moon in North America) 
29 Eid al-Fitr (Depends on the sighting of the moon in North America) 

September
5 Labor Day 
8 ISM-Atlanta Reconvenes after Summer Break with the September Professional Development Meeting
11 Grandparents Day
 10th Anniversary of the World Trade Center Bombings

*Because the Jewish day begins and ends at sundown, holidays begin at sundown.
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Institute for Supply Management-Atlanta
ISM-Atlanta
c/o Frank Kosakowski
1308 Cobblestone Lane
Woodstock GA 30189

The PEACH STATE PURCHASER is the official publication of the
Institute for Supply Management - Atlanta, Inc.
ISM-Atlanta is an affiliate of the Institute for Supply Management
(ISM) The PEACH STATE PURCHASER is published monthly and
carries articles and notices regarding ISM-Atlanta activities.

All editorial notices for publication in the PEACH STATE
PURCHASER must be submitted to the editor by the third Monday
of the month preceding publication.
ISM-Atlanta cannot be held responsible for the content or
opinions expressed in editorial material published herein.

ISM-Atlanta Peach State Purchaser
June 2011 Edition

Editor / Webmaster 
Penelope M. Murphy

Contributors
Penny Murphy, Lauchlin McKinnon, William 
Howell, Allen Podratsky, Don Sabbarese

Designer
Seth Brown Design
www.sethbrowndesigns.com 

Articles and Photos from ISM-Atlanta 
members are welcome and will be con-
sidered for publication as appropriate and 
as space permits.  Submissions should 
be in form of a word document or pdf file 
and should be sent to Penny Murphy at  
penmurphy@bellsouth.net.  

ISM-Atlanta Directory

ISM—Atlanta, Inc.

President
Lauchlin McKinnon, C.P.M. 
UCB, Inc.
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770-970-2360
E-mail: lauchlin_m@bellsouth.net

1st Vice President 
Richard Angel, C.P.M.
2641 Fontainebleau Drive
Atlanta, GA 30360
Phone: 770-757-4222
E-mail: richard.e.angel@gmail.com 

2nd Vice President 
Natalie Blankenship, CPSM, C.P.M.
Cell: 678-431-2202
E-mail: nataliedeanne@comcast.net

Treasurer
Frank Kosakowski, CPSM; C.P.M.
Emerson Climate Technologies – 
Retail Solutions
1308 Cobblestone Lane
Woodstock, GA. 30189
Phone: 678-784-2737
E-mail: frank.kosakowski@emerson.
com

Secretary
Debra Howington, C.P.M., A.P.P.
SKF USA Inc.
5385 McEver Road
Flowery Branch, GA 30542
Phone: 770-967-5309 
Fax: 770-967-4258
E-mail: debra.a.howington@skf.com

Professional Development Chair 
– Certification
David Pettitt, CPSM; C.P.M.
3262 Devaughn Drive
Marietta, GA 30066
Phone: 770-977-4466
E-mail: davidpettitt@earthlink.net

Membership Chair
William Howell, C.S.C.P.
CAT Switichgear Supply Chain Mgt.
Alpharetta, GA
Phone: 404-319-4423
E-mail: Wmbhowell@aol.com

Director / Employment Develop-
ment Services
Thomas G. Alexander, C.P.M., CPIM
The Clorox Company
3655 Brookside Parkway, Suite 300
Alpharetta, GA 30022
Phone: 678-893-8916
E-mail: tgalxndr@bellsouth.net 

At-Large Employment Develop-
ment
Aristotle A. Papadopoulos, C.P.M. 
4006 Chelsea Lane, Marietta, GA 
30062
Cell:678-826-6432 
E-mail: aap.cpm@gmail.com

Director/Professional Develop-
ment - Speakers Bureau 
Allen N. Podratsky CPSM; C.P.M.
Global Supply Chain Partners, Inc.
3651 Cape York Trace
Alpharetta, GA 30022
Cell: 678-984-3344
E-mail: podrat@comcast.net

Director/Librarian
Splendora R. Motley 
Plug-In Operations Manager 
AT&T Telecommunications 
motleys123@aol.com 
Phone: 678-656-3928

Director/ Public Relations
Dolapo Famakinwa, CPSM
NCR Corporation
Suwanee, GA 30024
Phone: 678-808-7997
E-mail: dollylambo@yahoo.com

Director/Newsletter-Webmaster
Penelope M. Murphy, C.P.M., A.P.P.
City of Smyrna
Purchasing Manager
2800 King Street
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 678-631-5337
E-mail: penmurphy@bellsouth.net

At-Large Communications/Sur-
veys 
Pierre M. Rallu
303 Perimeter Center North
Suite 300
Atlanta, GA 30346
E-mail: pmrallu@b-pack.com

Director/College Reachout
Don Sabbarese, Ph.D.
Director of Econometric Center
Kennesaw State University
1000 Chastain Road
Burruss Bldg., Room 323
Kennesaw GA 30144-5591
Phone: 770-423-6094
E-Mail: dsabm@yahoo.com

Immediate Past President
Raymond Padgett, C.P.M., A.P.P.
Keystone Automotive Operations, 
Inc.
600 Hartman Industrial Ct.
Austell, Georgia.  30168
Phone: 770-881-3867
E-mail: raymondpadgett@hotmail.
com

At Large – Affiliate Services
J. David Lister, CPSM; C.P.M.
1325 Badingham Drive
Cumming, GA 30041
Phone: 678-746-5050
Fax: 770-664-6302
Email: jdavidlister@yahoo.com

Dinner Meeting Reservation 
Information
Web site: ism-atl.org
E-mail:   lauchlin_m@bellsouth.net 
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